Kezar Lake Watershed Survey-2010

The Kezar Lake Watershed Association (KLWA) is seeking 25-30 volunteers to assist with its 2010 Kezar Lake Watershed Survey.  Volunteers should be willing to attend a day long training session on June 5th and work with team leaders from the Department of Environmental Protection to survey their assigned areas.  The total time commitment is between 8-14 hours.  This is a great way to help protect your lake and waterways, get to know your neighbors and learn some valuable skills.  Please contact Ray Senecal (603-431-0404) or Tom Hughes (207-925-6846) to get more information and to sign up.

The watershed survey is being conducted by the KLWA with the help of FB Environmental Associates and the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).

What is a watershed survey?

Lakes and streams are polluted, in great part, by nonpoint source pollution in the form of eroded soil and the nutrients (phosphorus) it carries.  As storm water flows over bare or loose soil, these pollutants adhere to water molecules and are deposited in water bodies such as lakes, streams and oceans.

A watershed survey is designed to locate sites where soil erosion is taking place, thus threatening the quality of water in the watershed.    It is usually conducted by a local group, such as a lake association or a soil and water conservation district, partnered with the Maine DEP.  
On the day of the survey, a volunteer training workshop is held in order to provide the participants with the background information needed to identify and record problem sites.  Following the training, the volunteers are divided into groups, paired with a technical leader and assigned a survey area.  Teams of volunteers walk the roads, driveways, residential properties and other developed areas within the watershed.
It is important to note that results are not used for enforcement purposes but rather for educational purposes with watershed communities and private landowners.  Where problem areas are noted, the public or private landowner are contacted and offered advice and assistance on how to correct the problem.  The survey is not used for enforcement. Problem sites are not public information.  The spirit of the survey is to work cooperatively with landowners, through education and technical assistance to mitigate threats and to preserve the water quality of the watershed. Landowner participation is voluntary.
Survey results and data are compiled into a report that guides future water quality protection efforts by the KLWA and watershed communities. 
